SPeaking to Persuade
o

I have one of the most
poisonous snakes known to
mankind in this box. I am going
to persuade each of you to
gently touch my pet “Klunkunda”
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Organizing Your Persuasive Speech
Organizing your Speech to Persuade will include:

Preparing An Attention-Getting Opener
Preparing a Clear Statement of Your Specific Purpose
Preparing the Main Body of Your Speech

Preparing a Summary of Your Main Points
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Preparing a Memorable Conclusion

1. PREPARING AN ATTENTION-GETTING OPENER

The introduction to a persuasive speech is very important. In order to
convince listeners to agree with you, you must first make them trust you
and see you as a person who thinks as they do. You must do this before
you attempt to change their minds about something with which they
currently disagree. The best way to do this is to begin your speech by
talking about areas of agreement which are common to everyone. You
can do this by first discussing:

A. Common Goals. (We all want the same basic things in life.)

B. Common Problems. (We all face this problem together; we are all con-
cerned about this particular problem.)

C. Common Experiences. (We all know what it is like to . . .)
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4. PREPARING A SUMMARY OF YOUR MAIN POINTS

Although you have finished presenting your persuasive support and evi-
dence, you are not yet finished. An effective persuasive speech should
summarize the support presented. You will do a better job of convincing
people to agree with you if you briefly remind them why they should. Help
your audience remember your information by repeating the main per-

'suasive points you made in your speech.
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SAMPLE PERSUASIVE SPEECH OUTLINE

e outline of a persuasive speech. You can

The following is a sampl
that have been described

see that this speech has all the important parts
in this chapter.

Make Your Next Vacation Chengde, China

Introduction Which Builds on Areas of Agreement

| Have you ever wanted to go on vacation somewhere exciting but
T worried that it would cost too much? Or, haven’t you ever worried that

‘you might be bored once you got there? Of course, we all have! Everyone

is nervous about these things before a vacation.

‘ - We all want the same thing from a vacation. We want adventure
excitement, great food, nice hotels, and we don’t want to spend a lot o;




Transition:

H. ’Ehemare many things to see and do in Chengde
A. See the most beautiful and unusual temples in the world.

It was built by Emperor Qian Long in the 18th century.

It has the largest wooden image of the Buddhist Goddess
of Mercy, Guanyin.

femple of Universal Joy was built in 1766.

has an incredible double terrace.

‘its fabulous double roof of yellow tiles.

inese Temple of Universal Love was built in 1713.
and photograph the most beautiful gardens in China.
yoat and ride on one of Chengde’s magnificent lakes.
a shopping spree.

shops or department stores.
products.



of Main Persuasive Points
s you to make your next vacation Chengde, China.
e is a very inexpensive place to visit.

r get bored because there is so much to see and do.
ely event you need it, excellent medical care is available.

Conclusion

same spot where China’s most powerful emperors
s will see the same green mountains they saw. You
scenery, cool breezes, and striking
worth the time and money you spent

d make plans to visit Chengde,
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~ Persuasive Speech Prepa

de on some possible arguable or controversial topics that you feel
about. Write them below.




6. Clearly state your specific persuasive claim.

7. Describe possible visual aids you could use to better convince your
audience to agree with your claim.

The purpose of the above worksheet is to start you thinking about the
kind of information you will need and how you will gather and organize
material for your persuasive speech. After consulting a few different in-
formation sources, you will be ready to prepare your working outline. Use
the following format to guide you.

(Speech Title)

Introduction That Builds on Common Ground:

te your support to convince indifferent listeners that your
s relevant and affects them)










ISROOM ACTIVITY

We will now try to practice our persuasive speaking skills In some possible
real-life instances, Your teacher will ask for volunteers to “role-play” the
following situations, You will need to make an informal persuasive speech
in order to accomplish your purpose. Be sure to give as many reasons as
possible in order to convince the other person to agree with you.

10.

11

12,

13.

14.

15.

1. You want to go on an overnight camping trip with friends. Convince
your parents to let you go,

2. Your little brother doesn’'t want to do his homework. Convince him
to do it,

3. A friend of yours thinks watching TV is a waste of time. Convince
him/her it isn't.

4. A classmate received an F on an assignment and thinks it is because

the teacher doesn’t like him. Convince him that that is not the rea-
son.

5. You've had the same job for two years. Convince your boss to give
you a promotion.

6. Your father wants you to get married. Convince him you are too
young,. :

Your teacher thinks someone else wrote a composition for you. Con-
vince her or him you wrote it yourself.

You are running for president of the senior class. Convince a group
of students to vote for you.

You just had your car repaired and you think the bill is too high.
Convince the manager of the shop to lower the bill.

‘c110ur friend smokes too many cigarettes. Convince him or her to cut
own.

You bought a radio that you decided you didn't really need. When
you tried to return it to the store, the owner didn’'t want to refund
your money. Convince the store owner to give you your money back.

Your mother believes all unmarried girls should be chaperoned when
they date. Convince her that this isn’t necessary.

You prepared a dinner for an American friend who wouldn’t try some
of the foods you cooked. Convince your friend to taste what you made.

Your friend is too shy to ask a girl for a date. Convince him to call
her up and invite her out.

Your parents don’t want you to work while you are going to school.
Persuade them to let you get a part-time job.



