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Starter Course: Part 2 

 

A. Skills 

 

B. Speaking Pages 1& 2  

 

C. Interaction 
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A. Skills 

 

1. Speaking 

 

What do you want to improve? 

 

Accuracy – getting your vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation, styles perfect. 

 

Fluency – getting your opinions across, speaking without fear and thought. 

 

What can you use to improve your Speaking? 

 
1. Dictionary 

2. An MP3/cassette friend 

3. Conversation Club 

4. MP3 recorder 

5. Find poetry; plays, read aloud to practice pronunciation, rhythm, stress. 

6. Practice as much as possible 

7. Approach foreigners 

8. Telephone / Skype 

9. Just a minute! 

10. Come to my Office 

11. Live mocha www.livemocha.com 

12. English Central www.englishcentral.com 

 

How can you improve your Speaking? 

 

A. Self Assessment Chart 

 

Date Activity/Situation Points to Assess Assessment 

Tuesday March 6
th

 

2012 

Speaking on Topic 

- Travel 

Vocabulary, 

Grammar 

Not great, need 

more words & to 

study the Future  

 

B. Self Short-Term Aims Chart 

 

What? How? When? How long? Done? 

Vocabulary 

Future tenses 

Research 

online for both 

Thursday 

March 8
th

 2012 

30 mins Yes 

 

 
 

C. Then repeat Self Assessment Chart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.livemocha.com/
http://www.englishcentral.com/
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2. Vocabulary& Phrases 
 
How to Write in your Notebook 
 

 
 

 
 
How to Practice your Vocabulary at home: 

 
1. Using single sided cards – 10 card memory game, head game, matching game, eyes 

shut game, tic/tac game,  

2. Using two sided cards 

3. Grouping words 

4. Making word networks 

5. Using word bags 

6. Using word chains 

7. Real life situation 

 
How can you improve your Vocabulary? 
 

A. Self Assessment Chart 

 

Date Activity/Situation Points to Assess Assessment 

Tuesday March 6
th

 

2012 

Vocab Test - 

Travel 

20 Travel Words Not great, need 

more words  

 

B. Self Short-Term Aims Chart 

 

What? How? When? How long? Done? 

Vocabulary 

 

Word Chain Starting 

Thursday 8
th

 

March 

1 Week Yes 

 

 
C. Then repeat Self Assessment Chart. 
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3. Listening 
 

Why? Type? Who? Topic? Situation? 

To improve 

listening to 

English 

Accents 

Online – MP3 

www.elllo.org  

#982 

Jess- female 

Tom- Male 

Both British 

Men and 

Beauty 

A dialogue 

 
What can you use to improve your Listening? 

 
1. Read articles before listening, (collect articles from newspapers, magazines on same 

or similar topics) 

2. Read reviews of movies, TV programs in English or your language, before listening 

or watching. 

3. Email with MP3 or have a cassette ‘pen friend” 

4. A listening club 

5. Activity books with listening 

6. Record conversation with others, (listen to it after and see what you didn’t understand 

and analyze why) 

7. DVD with subtitles (off/on?) 

8. Podcasts, audio books… http://www.teflsites.com/ 

 
How can you improve your Listening? 
 

A. Self Assessment Chart 

 

Date Activity/Situation Points to Assess Assessment 

Wednesday March 

7
th
 2012 

Elllo #982 British Accent Not great, need more 

listenings  

 

B. Self Short-Term Aims Chart 

 

What? How? When? How long? Done? 

British Accents 

 

Elllo # 981, 979 Thursday 8
th
 

March 

45 mins Yes 

 

 
C. Then repeat Self Assessment Chart. 

 
Some Tips for Listening & Speaking: 

 
Not so Important Information = STRUCTURE words = articles, conjunctions, Fast, short 

pronunciation 

 
Important Information = CONTENT words = nouns, main verbs, adverbs, adjectives, 
question words (their stressed syllable is usually longer) 
 
Most Important Information = FOCUS words = usually the last CONTENT word in a 
sentence or clause (their stressed syllable is usually long with a higher pitch) 
 
 
 
 

http://www.elllo.org/
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4. Grammar 
 
Grammar Point 
 
Past Simple 

 

Rule  

 

S + verb (ed) 

S+ verb (irregular past) 

 

We use the Simple Past to talk 

about past actions that are finished 

and have no connection with the 

present. 

We also use it to show sequences of 

past events when telling a story 

 

 

Use 

 

 

 

I saw a great movie last night. 

 

 

 

I went to the movie theatre last night. I 
watched Hangover 2. It wasn’t as 
funny as the 1st one. 

 

What can you use to improve your Grammar? 

 
1. Use a grammar book, (with exercises and answers) 

2. Speak with people and record the conversation, (listen to it after and see how you did) 

3. One Grammar Point a week, (match newspaper/magazine articles to the grammar 

book) 

4. A Pattern Bank 

5. Discuss Grammar 

 
How can you improve your Grammar? 
 

A. Self Assessment Chart 

 

Date Activity/Situation Points to Assess Assessment 

Friday March 9
th

 

2012 

Grammar in Use 

Chp 22 p58 

Present Perfect 

Simple 

Confused with past 

simple!! 

 

B. Self Short-Term Aims Chart 

 

What? How? When? How long? Done? 

Present 

Perfect 

Simple & 

Past Simple 

Online 

www.englishpage.com  

Verb Tenses 

Saturday 10
th

 

March 

20 mins Yes 

 

 
C. Then repeat Self Assessment Chart. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.englishpage.com/
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5. Writing 
 
Accuracy Style Layout Length Organization 

of Ideas 

Grammar, 
punctuation, 
word order… 

Opinion. 
Discursive, 
argument… 

Paragraph, 
essay, letter… 

250 words, 
5,000 words… 

Mind Map 
Index Cards 
 

 
What can you use to improve your Writing? 
 

1. Email/pen friend 

2. Marking scheme 

3. Model Bank 

4. Memorize 

5. Keep copies 

6. Copy texts in English 

7. Personal Diary 

8. Write Drafts 

9. Live mocha www.livemocha.com, http://www.lextutor.ca/ 

 
How can you improve your Writing? 
 

A. Self Assessment Chart 

 

Date Activity/Situation Points to Assess Assessment 

Friday March 9
th
 

2012 

Paragraph Writing -  

Opinionated 

Order of Paragraph, 

Topic Sentence… 

Need more definite 

examples to support 

topic sentence 

 

B. Self Short-Term Aims Chart 

 

What? How? When? How long? Done? 

Research 

support 

examples for my 

opinion 

Look at 

newspapers, 

editorials 

Saturday 10
th
 

March 

1 hour Yes 

 

 
C. Then repeat Self Assessment Chart. 

 
Some Tips for Writing: 
 
You could try the KWL method: 
 
Topic What you KNOW What you WANT to 

know 
What you have 
LEARNED 

Travel in Europe Shengen  
Cheap Airlines 
Eurail 

More info about 
cheap trains, planes, 
customs 

After research… 
Ryanair is cheapest 
airline.. 
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6. Reading 
 
Speed Skimming Scanning Reading for 

Detail 
Text 

Slow reading 
or fast 
reading 

Getting the 
general idea 
of a reading 

Quickly 
reading and 
picking out 
important 
information 

Examining a 
reading in 
detail, maybe 
to answer 
exam 
questions 
etc… 

What type of 
reading? 
Newspaper, a 
novel, a text 
book, a letter, 
email, text 
message… 

 
1. Collect interesting things to read which interest you personally. Keep a scrapbook of 

cartoons, recipes etc. Create your own library of books, articles… 

2. Reading comprehension 

3. Email/pen friend 

4. A reading club, exchange books, magazines… 

5. Subscribe to English language magazines/newspapers. 

6. Leveled reading: www.breakingnewsenglish.com, 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/default.stm 

7. Translations: http://www.dailyenglish.com/ 

 
How can you improve your Reading? 
 

A. Self Assessment Chart 

 

Date Activity/Situation Points to Assess Assessment 

Friday March 9
th
 

2012 

Reading a news story 

on www.bbc.com  

Vocabulary, writers 

point of view 

Difficult to 

understand the vocab 

and need more 

information on 

background of 

story… 

 

B. Self Short-Term Aims Chart 

 

What? How? When? How long? Done? 

Research 

more vocab 

connected to 

topic. 

Research 

background 

info online. 

Online – 

www.breakingnewsenglish.com 

and www.dailyenglish.com  

Saturday 

March 10
th
 

6pm 

1 hour Yes 

 
C. Then repeat Self Assessment Chart. 

 

 
 
 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/default.stm
http://www.bbc.com/
http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/
http://www.dailyenglish.com/
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A. Self Assessment Chart 
 
Date Activity/Situation Points to Assess Assessment 
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B. Self Short-Term Aims Chart 
 
What? How? When? How long? Done? 
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B.  Speaking Page 1 
 

 
Speaking Page 2 
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C. Interaction 

Example: A Date (Illustrating and Interrupting) 

Student A Student B Student C 

Tell about a time when you 

went on a date. 

  

1 

 

3 

6 

8 

 

11 

 

 

13 

Let me tell you about my 

last date. 

This was last week. 

Sure. 

It was at East Gate. We 

went for pasta, then a 

coffee. 

Yeah, he was nice. For 

example, he paid for 

everything. 

Really? 

2 

 

4 

10 

15 

 

17 

Hold on a second, 

when was this? 

Oh, I see. 

Was he a nice guy? 

Hold on, why are you 

still with him? 

Ah, okay. 

5 

 

7 

9 

12 

 

14 

16 

Sorry, may I ask a 

question? 

Where was the date? 

Nice. 

Sweet! My boyfriend 

never pays for 

everything. 

Yeah, it’s annoying, 

but… 

Well I was about to 

mention that he does 

pay for the food, I get 

the coffees. 

 

Practice 

 

Please practice a conversation similar to above using expressions for Illustrating and 

Interrupting. 

 

1
st
 = Student A: Start with the situation below / have a short conversation with Student B & C 

 

2
nd

 = Student B: Start with the situation below / have a short conversation with Student A & C 

 

3
rd

 = Student C: Start with the situation below / have a short conversation with Student A & B 

 
Student A Student B Student C 

 
Tell about a time when you 
won a prize or sporting 
event 

 
Tell about a time when 
someone was angry with 
you 

 
Tell about what you did 
yesterday from noon to 
night. 
 

 

 


